A simple and reliable method for delivering small fluid volumes to the brain of a freely moving rat.
A stepper motor-powered micropump for making intracerebral microinjections in freely moving animals is described. The micropump is capable of delivering fluid volumes of up to 20 microl in steps of 17 nl The system does not require a fluid swivel, delivers injections rapidly, maintains long-term calibration accuracy and is not susceptible to blockage of the cannula.